[image: image3.jpg]




	Mid Cheshire

Bridleway Association
Aston Ring

Bridleway


[image: image2]
An attractive off-road 8 mile loop

 partly following the River Weaver


	Parking

Park at the Leigh Arms next to the A49 swing bridge, but please telephone the landlord first (01606 853327) and park away from the pub.

The Route

Follow the road to the rear of the Horns Pub and cross the A49 to a lane, taking extreme care. After 300 yards turn left after the caravan park and follow a track past Bartington Hall to the canal bridge. Go through a gate and cross a fenced field diagonally towards the bungalow. If there are horses in this field some riders find it safer to follow the track around the edge.
Turn left through a gate, follow a fenced track to another gate and pass through a Bluebell Wood. Follow the field edge to the right and bear left at the first hedge line. There are lovely views over the Weaver Valley.

Turn left through the next gate, head downhill to re-cross the canal and follow the fenced track down to a gate next to the river. Turn right and follow the road, crossing the Upper Horse Bridge and passing Dutton Locks and cottages. Follow the riverbank, crossing the Lower Horse Bridge to the next gate. Mounting blocks have been provided at both bridges if you prefer to lead your horse over.
Continue along the riverbank through several gates across Woodland Trust land and under the viaduct to a gate at Pickering’s Cut Cottages.  Please walk past the cottages to the next gate. Keep to the riverbank until you reach another gate. 

In the next field bear right and cross diagonally towards a gate at the wood. 

	The route follows a steep track up the valley side alongside the wood.  Continue along the track past Aston Grange Farm. The road bears left towards Aston, but take the right turn past Weaver View cottages and a copse on the left.  This section has been surfaced as part of the National Cycle Route. 
Follow the track through a gate and continue downhill under the railway viaduct and through two more gates.

The route goes through Dutton Lodge Farm. At the road, turn right and at the fork bear right and then turn immediately left at a bridleway sign. Go through a gate and cross a field to another gate.  The bridleway then follows the base of a wooded escarpment. 
(Past the wood an alternative route can be taken to the right of the fishing pond and under the viaduct to link back to the route already described along the river. Take care near the viaduct as the ground can be boggy).

The main route carries straight on through a gate to the Lower Horse Bridge.  Go back over the bridge, past the locks and cross the first bridge. Follow the road alongside the river back to Acton Swing Bridge. Dismount and lead your horse under the A49 to return to your vehicle.  

FOLLOW THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE

It is recommended that you carry a mobile phone and wear high visibility clothing as this route is quite isolated 
MID CHESHIRE BRIDLEWAYS ASSOCIATION

For further details please contact the Chairman,                                  Ray Hall Tel: 01829 760348. 
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The above route is on O.S Explorer Map 2
(Northwich & Delamere Forest)



