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Newsletter
Spring 2011
Dates for your diary:

Friday 20th May   Skittles and Carvery Supper at The Bickerton Poacher  £12

21/22 June Cheshire Show, we have our usual stand booked, volunteers for manning it are always welcome.

26th June  Pleasure Ride  at Wettenhall by invitation from the North Staffs      Bridleways

16th July   MCBA Pleasure Ride in Delamere Forest

11 November   Quiz night at Little Budworth Village Hall

As you can see we have 2 rides coming up for you. 

The first is by kind invitation from North Staffs Bridleways Ass’n on Sunday June 26th. As this is at Wettenhall, in the middle of our region, they have opened it to MCBA members, on a ‘first come first served’ basis. Further information and the entry form is on their website www.north-staffordshire-bridleways-association.org. 

Or contact the secretary Mrs Jude Sockett, Strawberry Cottage, Post Office Lane, Balterley Heath, Crewe, CW2 5QD

jude.sockett@btinternet.com 
The venue is a field barn about 2.5 miles from Wettenhall using hard standing. The ride is estimated to be about 12 to 14 miles of lanes and bridlepaths at a cost of £15

Three weeks later on July 16th we are planning a ride for you in Delamere Forest. It is some years since we last organised a ride and Health & Safety is now a major factor in the process! We have chosen to ride on Saturday as it somewhat quieter in the Forest than on a Sunday. The plan is to include the horse 

paths on the Old Pale which are mown grass surface and free from the push 

chairs and dog walkers. These paths are not shown on the maps published by Forest Enterprise and many people may not be aware of them (although they are well used by those ‘in the know’) We will avoid the ‘Go Ape’ areas and the Visitor Centre at Linmere. The route will be around 10 to 12 miles with the option to miss the Old Pale for those who may want a ‘walk/trot’ only ride. 

Parking will be in the Whitefield (Christmas tree) carpark. The entry form is enclosed with this newsletter and may be copied to pass to friends. A Poster is also included if you are able to help us by advertising. 

If you are not able to ride please consider volunteering (yourself or friends/relatives) to help on the day, we will need stewards to help at the road crossings and hopefully at key points in the forest.

The cost will be £9 for members and £15 for non members, if you are not sure whether you have renewed your membership for 2011 please look on the address label on your envelope. The number after your name is your membership no. No number means you have not renewed yet.

Tickets for the Skittles night are selling well, contact Dianne Hall if you still need yours. 

The new Upper Horse Bridge on the Aston Ring is finished and is very horse friendly having been tested by several committee members. We are hoping to put a new guide leaflet/booklet together if we can find a source of help with funding. Any ideas/suggestions for sponsorship or funding would be appreciated. The route is rideable but there are a couple of damaged gates, which will be difficult to manage by a lone rider. They have been reported. As parts of this route are a long way from road access it is recommended that you do not ride it alone (accessible by mountain bike) and do take a mobile phone with you. Some of the fields, which the route passes through, do have cattle grazing in the summer months. The current map and instructions for the route are on our website, www.mid-cheshirebridleways.co.uk 
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